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OVERVIEW OF DIFFERENT MEMBRANE
MANUFACTURING PROCESS
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1. Phase Inversion:
e Process: Involves forming a membrane by precipitating a polymer solution in a

nonsolvent bath.
e Details: The solution is cast onto a substrate, and immersion in a coagulation bath

induces phase separation to create the membrane structure.

Phase inversion is a fundamental process in membrane fabrication that involves the
transformation of a homogeneous polymer solution into a membrane structure with
desired characteristics, typically involving the formation of porous structures critical
for filtration or separation applications.

Process Overview: s
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The phase inversion process typically starts with the dissolution of a polymer in a
suitable solvent to create a homogeneous solution. This solution comprises the
polymer in a dissolved state, along with additives or modifiers aimed at achieving
specific membrane properties.

Membrane Formation:

Upon reaching a critical point, the phase inversion process triggers the transformation
of this homogenous polymer solution into a membrane structure. This transformation
occurs through various mechanisms, such as non-solvent-induced phase separation or
thermally-induced phase separation.

Non-Solvent-Induced Phase Separation:

In this mechanism, the homogeneous polymer solution is brought into contact with a
non-solvent or a mixture of non-solvents. This exposure induces a change in the
solution's thermodynamic conditions, causing the solvent to demix from the polymer.
As a result, a two-phase system forms, where one phase constitutes the solid polymer
structure, and the other phase forms the pores within the membrane.

Thermally-Induced Phase Separation:

Alternatively, phase inversion can occur via a thermal process, where changes in
temperature alter the solution's miscibility. This temperature-induced shift prompts
the separation of the solvent from the polymer, leading to the creation of a porous
membrane structure.

Pore Formation and Structure:

During phase inversion, the kinetics of solvent demixing and the rate of solvent
removal significantly impact the resulting membrane structure. The nature of this
process, whether controlled or rapid phase separation, determines the pore size,
morphology, and overall structure of the membrane.

Interfacial Polymerization:

Interfacial Polymerization (IP) is a sophisticated technique widely employed in the
manufacturing of thin-film composite membranes, particularly for applications in
reverse osmosis (RO), nanofiltration (NF), and other separation processes. This method
enables the creation of selective and high-performance membranes with distinct
properties by polymerizing two immiscible monomers at the interface of two liquid
phases.
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Process Overview:

1.Preparation of Substrate: The process begins with the preparation of a porous
substrate, often a nonwoven fabric or a polymer support, onto which the membrane
will be deposited. The substrate is typically hydrophilic and acts as a scaffold for
the membrane formation.

2.Interfacial Polymerization: The first monomer, often an amine-based compound like
m-phenylenediamine (MPD), is dissolved in an organic solvent and brought into
contact with the substrate. Simultaneously, the second monomer, typically a diacid
chloride such as trimesoyl chloride (TMC), is dissolved in an aqueous phase.

3.Interfacial Reaction: When the two phases come into contact at the liquid-liquid
interface on the substrate, a rapid chemical reaction occurs. This reaction leads to
the formation of a polymeric film as the monomers polymerize at the interface,
creating a thin and selective layer.

4.Film Formation: The newly formed polymeric film grows at the liquid interface,
bonding to the substrate and forming a dense, thin-film composite membrane. The
growth and thickness of this selective layer can be controlled by adjusting reaction
parameters such as monomer concentration, temperature, and reaction time.

5.Rinsing and Post-Treatment: The synthesized membrane is then carefully rinsed to
remove any unreacted monomers or by-products. Post-treatment steps, including
curing or functionalization, may be performed to enhance the membrane's
performance, stability, or selectivity.

Advantages of Interfacial Polymerization:

1.High Selectivity: IP membranes offer exceptional selectivity due to the formation of
a dense and well-defined polymer layer with controlled pore size and molecular
sieving properties.

2.Thin and High-Performance: These membranes are thin, typically in the nanometer
range, leading to high flux rates and improved separation efficiency.

3.Customizable Properties: The process allows for customization of membrane
properties by adjusting reaction conditions, enabling the synthesis of membranes
tailored to specific applications.

4.Compatibility: IP can be applied to various substrate materials, including polymers,
ceramics, or metals, allowing versatility in membrane fabrication.



SOL GEL:

The sol-gel method represents a versatile and widely employed process for producing
inorganic materials, including membranes, through the controlled transformation of a
solution (sol) into a three-dimensional network (gel). This methodology offers immense
flexibility and precision in creating various materials, from thin films to bulk ceramics,
with tailored properties and compositions.

Process Overview:

e Sol Formation: The sol-gel process initiates with the creation of a colloidal
suspension or sol by hydrolyzing precursor molecules, typically metal alkoxides like
tetraethyl orthosilicate (TEOS) or titanium isopropoxide, in a solvent. This
hydrolysis yields metal hydroxides, forming a stable suspension with well-dispersed
nanoparticles.

e Gelation: The sol undergoes a controlled transition into a gel phase through a
process called gelation. This transition can occur through various methods, such as
solvent evaporation, chemical reaction, or catalyst-induced crosslinking. During this
phase, the sol's particles begin to aggregate and form a three-dimensional network,
trapping the solvent within the gel matrix.

e Aging and Drying: After gelation, the gel is aged to enhance its structural integrity
and mechanical properties. Subsequently, the solvent within the gel is carefully
removed through processes like evaporation or supercritical drying, consolidating
the network and forming a porous structure.

Advantages of Sol-Gel Method:

e Controlled Composition: The sol-gel method allows precise control over the
composition of the resulting material by adjusting precursor concentrations and
incorporating dopants or additives, enabling the synthesis of tailored materials with
specific properties.

e Pore Control: Manipulating the processing parameters facilitates control over pore
size, distribution, and porosity within the gel structure, crucial for applications
requiring specific filtration or separation characteristics.

e Film Deposition: The sol-gel process enables the creation of thin films on various
substrates, making it valuable for coating applications in industries such as optics,
electronics, and sensor technology.

e Versatility: It accommodates diverse precursors and modifications, permitting the
synthesis of a wide range of materials, including ceramics, glasses, and hybrid
organic-inorganic materials.



